
EU/S4/14/21/A 

 
 

EUROPEAN AND EXTERNAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA 
 

21st Meeting, 2014 (Session 4) 
 

Thursday 20 November 2014 
 
The Committee will meet at 9.30 am in the Robert Burns Room (CR1). 
 
1. New session of the European Parliament: The Committee will take evidence 

on the priorities of the Scottish MEPs for the new session of the European 
Parliament from— 

 
Dr Ian Duncan MEP; Ian Hudghton MEP; and David Martin MEP (via video 
conference); and David Coburn MEP and Catherine Stihler MEP, 
European Parliament. 
 

 
Katy Orr 

Clerk to the European and External Relations Committee 
Room Tower 1 T3.60 

The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 

Tel: 0131 348 5234 
Email: Katy.Orr@scottish.parliament.uk 



EU/S4/14/21/A 

The papers for this meeting are as follows— 
 
Agenda item 1  

Written evidence 
 

EU/S4/14/21/1 

PRIVATE PAPER 
 

EU/S4/14/21/2 (P) 

 



EU/S4/14/21/1 

1 

 

European and External Relations Committee 
 

21st Meeting, 2014 (Session 4), Day, 20 November 2014 
 

New session of the European Parliament 
 
Background 

1. The purpose of today’s evidence session is to provide an opportunity for a 
discussion with Scotland’s MEPs on forthcoming issues relating the new 
session of the European Parliament.  

2. Five of Scotland’s six MEPs will participate in this session. Alyn Smith is 
unable to attend, but has submitted a written paper instead. Ian Duncan, 
Ian Hudghton and Catherine Stihler have also submitted written papers 
(see Annexe). 

Jenny Goldsmith 

Assistant Clerk 
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ANNEXE  

WRITTEN PAPERS FROM MEPS 

Written paper from Ian Duncan 
 
Introduction 
 
In the European election, the Scottish Conservatives increased their share of 
the vote by 45,536 votes to 17.2% of the Scottish electorate.1  The Scottish 
Conservatives sit with the wider European political group of European 
Conservatives & Reformists (ECR).  The ECR group moved from being the 
fifth largest group in the previous parliament to the third largest in the present 
parliament, comprising 71 MEPs from 15 EU Member States.2 
 
I sit as a full member on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 
Committee (ENVI) and a substitute member on the Industry Research and 
Energy Committee (ITRE) and the Fisheries (PECH) committee.  I am also 
the Vice President of the Parliament’s Delegation to South Asia.  
 
The European Parliament 2014 – 2019 
 
Europe-wide, the 2014 election was characterised by a rise in anti-
establishment, anti-government or indeed anti-European parties.  It is notable 
that the growth in eurosceptic parties was strongest amongst the Member 
States who are net contributors to the EU. Reform of the EU and its 
institutions is now a mainstream demand rather than a fringe demand3.  
 
At the time of writing, parliament is currently handling ‘carry-over’ dossiers 
from the previous mandate due to the slight delay in the election of the new 
Commission.  New business will be set out in the Commission’s work 
programme expected by mid-December.   
 
There is already detectable a subtle change in mood, both within the 
Commission and further afield. In his letter to Commission First Vice President 
Frans Timmermans, Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker has tasked 
him with: 
 ‘ensuring the compliance of EU proposals with principles of subsidiarity and 
proportionality, and working with the European Parliament and the Council to 
remove unnecessary ‘red tape’…’.4 
 
It is anticipated that a number of extant Commission proposals will be 
reassessed by Mr Timmermans under this instruction.  The Parliament itself 
will be more rigorous in applying the principle of subsidiarity to emerging 
proposals, notably in its assessment and testing of impact assessments.  A 
                                                            
1
 http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefingsAndFactsheets/S4/SB_14-38.pdf  

2 http://ecrgroup.eu/about-us/the-ecr-in-the-european-parliament/  
3 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-27575869 
4 http://www.ec.europa.eu/about/juncker-commission/docs/timmermans_en.pdf 
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test case may well be the proposed ban on drift net fishing, where the 
Commission’s proposed blanket ban would wipe out three Marine 
Stewardship Council accredited fisheries in the UK. 
 
It is worth noting that the loss of the role of Chief Scientific Advisor to the 
Commission (recently held with distinction by Scotland’s Professor Anne 
Glover) represents a retrograde step when it comes to ensuring that 
Commission proposals are based upon sound science. In this I believe Mr 
Juncker has made a mistake.  If the Committee shares my concerns, I would 
strongly advise the chair to write to the Commission President asking for the 
re-instatement of this necessary and vital role. 
 
The new Commission 
 
The Commission has changed substantially from the previous mandate.  Of 
note is the creation of a vice presidential tier of  Commissioners (generally 
occupied by former Prime Ministers).  Several dossiers have also been 
combined.  Of particular interest is the combination of the Energy and Climate 
Change dossiers, the combination of the Environment and Fisheries dossiers.  
A Vice President has also been given specific responsibility for Energy Union. 
 
The Commission President has set out his five key priorities5: 
 
1. Creating jobs and growth through creation of a digital single market for 

consumers and businesses; harmonising regulation in 
telecommunications, copyright & data protection legislation, and in the 
management of radio waves and competition law. 

2. Creating an Energy Union, broadening the supply of energy to Eastern 
Europe, and creating the infrastructure to reverse flows when necessary. 

3. Complete the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) with 
the USA. 

4. Reform monetary union. 
5. Find a solution to the concerns of the UK. 

 
With the publication of the Commission work programme in mid-December we 
will find out what legislation will be proposed to achieve these aims.  There is 
a widely held feeling that Mr Juncker will be more focused in his legislation 
and priorities than was his predecessor.  
 
My role and priorities 
 
I sit on three committees important for Scotland.  
 
Environment and Public Health Committee (ENVI). My lead committee is 
ENVI.  This committee is the largest in the Parliament and has historically 
dealt with the greatest breadth of legislation.  There are a number of already a 

                                                            
5 http://www.juncker.epp.eu/my-priorities 
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number of issues being considered which are important to Scotland.  I am 
leading for the ECR group on: 
 
1. Reform of the Emissions Trading System and the introduction of the 

Market Stability Reserve.  This piece of legislation concerns the carbon 
trading market, and could lead to investment in new energy technologies 
as well as a more competitive industrial sector for Scotland. 
 

2. United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
Conference of Parties 20th delegation. I will be one of the six members 
of the EU’s delegation to the UNFCCC COP20 meeting in December 
taking place in Lima, Peru.  This meeting will pave the way for the much 
anticipated Paris 2015 meeting, where it is hoped that a global climate 
change agreement will be agreed for the first time. 
 

3. Medium Combustion Plants Directive.  This directive will regulate 
emissions from medium combustion plants.  However, the Commission 
has omitted to give derogations to offshore generators meaning lengthy, 
expensive and unnecessary renovation on our oil rigs.  
 

4. Driftnet Fisheries Ban. The Commission has proposed a blanket ban on 
driftnet fisheries.  This ban fails to take into account the diverse range of 
driftnet used across Europe, and as noted above would end several 
fisheries which have secured the highest sustainable accreditation.  The 
measure is not fit for purpose.  

 
Industry, Research & Energy (ITRE). The ITRE committee is also 
considering the Emissions Trading System and the introduction of the 
Market Stability Reserve.  It has also taken conducting hearings on the 
proposed Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP). 
 
Fisheries (PECH).  The PECH committee is currently considering the 
fisheries landings obligations which underpin the implementation of the 
discards ban.  To date the implementation process has been ill thought 
through.  The first ban, which comes into effect on 1 January 2015 will cover 
pelagic fisheries, of vital importance to Scotland.  Although the ban will come 
in to play in January the landings obligation which provides legal certainty will 
not be agreed until the middle of 2015 at the earliest.  It will mean that the ban 
will be entirely unenforceable. 
 
I continue to have strong reservations as to the commitment of the 
Commission to regionalisation and the necessity of grounding proposals in 
peer-reviewed science. 
 
Other areas of interest.  There are a number of policy areas of importance to 
Scotland.  Among them are TTIP, development of the North Sea Energy 
Grid, investment in Carbon Capture & Storage (CCS) technology and the 
New Entrants Reserve (NER) 400 funding mechanism, as well as possible 
Commission plans to regulate Unconventional Hydrocarbon Extraction.   
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Of importance to Scottish farmers will be the continuing debate around 
the greening component of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) and 
the Scottish Government’s interpretation of the rules.  Also important 
will be ongoing moves to regulate labeling of foodstuffs (and potentially 
alcohol).  The Commission can also be expected to comment upon 
minimum pricing of alcohol once the legal questions have been settled. 
 
The incorporation of aquaculture into the ambit of the Common 
Fisheries Policy will also bear close scrutiny. 
 
Wider transport questions including investing in the lifeline ferries, and 
the importance and recognition of the roads which connect them such 
as the A76, A80, A803.  Also of vital importance to the oil and fishing 
industry is the A90. The role of TEN-T funding and the definition of vital 
communication corridors will necessarily come under close scrutiny. 
 
I will also seek to use my role as Vice President of the Parliament’s 
Relations with South Asia to encourage dialogue and links between the 
countries of that region and Scotland. 
 

Written paper from Ian Hudghton 

The European and External Relations Committee of the Scottish Parliament 
has invited all Scottish MEPs to submit written papers for their meeting of 20th 
November.  I am delighted to take this opportunity to outline some of the key 
issues involved as the work of a newly elected European Parliament and 
newly appointed Commission gets under way. 

European Parliament 2014-19 

Whilst this year’s European elections saw only one seat change hands in 
Scotland, across the wider EU the changes were more marked.  This has 
seen a shift in the relative sizes of the various political groups as well as a 
notable increase in the number of non-aligned MEPs.  The extent to which 
this will have any impact on parliamentary business remains to be seen. 

The SNP has opted to remain within the Greens/European Free Alliance 
group for what is now the fourth term of its existence.  We consider that this 
allows us to pursue a pan-European, progressive political agenda based on 
social justice and environmental sustainability - in line with key aspects of the 
SNP’s domestic programme. 

Across the EU, the press has widely reported the election of a large number 
of MEPs from the far right and those representing explicitly anti-EU agendas.  
This is reflected in the Tories’ ECR group supplanting the Liberal ALDE group 
as the third largest bloc and in UKIP’s ability to maintain a group 
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(notwithstanding recent difficulties and despite losing some far right members 
to the ECR).  Additionally, the non-aligned Members now make up the fifth 
largest grouping in Parliament. 

The impact of these changes may be somewhat lessened by the formation of 
a so-called “stable majority” between the two largest political groups (the EPP 
and the S&D) together with the ALDE.  These groups together account for 
around two thirds of the parliament and operate with a self-proclaimed 
mission “to defend the values and principles of European integration”.6 

The potential danger in this “stable majority” approach is its potential to freeze 
out all those outwith that majority, regardless of values or principles.  The 
European Parliament is not established on government/opposition lines and 
has always operated as a parliament of minorities, thus allowing for decision-
making based on the merits of debate on each issue.  We must guard against 
the right/left coalition of the largest groupings seeking to change this. 

College of Commissioners 

The first stage in the election of the new College of Commissioners was the 
appointment of the new Commission President.  A majority of the parliament 
argued that an EPP candidate should be given the priority nomination on the 
basis of the European election results.  I remain unconvinced by this 
reasoning and have doubts as to the extent to which EU electors were casting 
their votes in the parliamentary elections with the appointment of Commission 
President in mind.  Given that the UK Labour party did not give their backing 
to the Socialist nominee, none of Scotland’s MEPs stood on tickets endorsing 
any particular Commission candidate. 

The nomination of the individual Commissioners remains a Member State 
competence and a Council Decision, following the Irish referendum on the 
Treaty of Lisbon which confirms that all independent Member States shall 
nominate a Commissioner.   

The Parliament’s role in the confirmation process consists of a number of 
hearings involving each Commissioner Designate.  This year’s process saw 
the effective removal of Slovenia’s initial candidate after concerns were raised 
in Parliament.  Nonetheless, Parliament’s sole real power remains to vote for 
or against the Commission en bloc; the power to veto or remove individual 
Commissioners is therefore limited. 

The new structure of the Commission, with its Vice-Presidents’ remits 
overlapping into the work of the other Commissioners, is an innovative 

                                                            
6  http://www.socialistsanddemocrats.eu/newsroom/epp-sd-and-alde-form-stable-majority-ep-
next-european-commission  
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approach whose merits will be judged in due course.  The combination of the 
Environment portfolio with Maritime and Fisheries is based on a logic of 
combining “blue” and “green” growth – and has a certain appeal to it.  
Nevertheless, time will tell as to whether such a large and diverse heading will 
be truly workable. 

As always, the success of the Commission and the individual responsibilities 
within it will come down to the relative strengths of the Commissioners.  The 
SNP remains committed to working with the new College to maximise results 
for Scotland and the wider EU. 

EP committees 

In the new session I have been reappointed to the Fisheries (PECH) 
committee as a full member and to Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON) 
as a substitute. 

Whilst the last parliamentary session dealt with the huge task of reforming the 
CFP, the new parliament has the equally important task of properly 
implementing it.  At present the PECH committee is dealing with the vital 
implementation of the discard ban, elements of which must be in force by 1st 
January 2015.  There are concerns in Parliament that the Commission is 
taking the opportunity to legislate in areas beyond those which are absolutely 
necessary in the immediate term; negotiations are ongoing.  Similarly, there 
are concerns that a proposed ban on all driftnets in the EU runs contrary to 
the new CFP’s regionalisation concept.  It seems highly likely that one of the 
recurring themes in the coming parliamentary term will be to ensure that the 
Commission doesn’t seek to retain full powers in the new decentralised 
regime.   

On ECON the emphasis will remain on building the EU’s economy and taking 
steps to ensure that systems are in place to prevent future economic crashes.  
The committee deals with taxation issues, where there are continual 
differences of opinion as to where the EU’s competence should lie.  The SNP 
has long been supportive of tax cooperation across the EU but has 
maintained the view that substantive tax raising powers should remain a 
Member State competence.  The regulation of Europe’s banks also remains 
an important issue and the SNP will continue to support efforts to restrain 
bankers from their pre-crash excesses. 

Scottish EU priorities 

The biggest issue facing Scotland in the coming five years of European 
engagement is clearly our continued membership of the EU.  It is apparent 
that David Cameron is increasingly being controlled by the more Eurosceptic 



EU/S4/14/21/1 

8 

 

members of his party and that they, in turn, are increasingly being driven by 
UKIP’s agenda.  Ed Miliband has stated that Labour is against EU withdrawal 
– but his grasp on leadership is looking tenuous and so a change in policy 
may follow a change in leadership.  It should not be forgotten how closely 
Labour worked with the Tories during the Scottish referendum – and these 
close ties and friendships may yet be rekindled. 

Within the EU it is vital that Scotland gains real rights to engage fully with the 
European institutions.  Scotland has the primary role in implementing EU 
legislation and policy in numerous areas and yet currently has limited access 
to decision-making processes.  It is clear that this acts as a handicap to 
Scotland’s engagement with our European partners and cross-party 
agreement must be achieved to allow for our democratic institutions to deal 
directly with Europe. 

 

Written paper from Alyn Smith 

The European Parliament (EP) elections and the 2014-19 session 

The European election results this year marked a second consecutive 
European victory for the SNP, securing around 29% of the popular vote. 

The SNP continues to work as a part of the Greens-EFA group who provide a 
programme based on social democratic values and environmental concerns 
that closely represent my own interests. 

The new commission of Jean-Claude Juncker 

The recently elected commission of Jean-Claude Juncker should be 
cautiously welcomed and I am encouraged by the commitments secured on 
various Scottish interests during the committee hearings. In particular, support 
for renewable energy, the Youth Guarantee, simplification of the Common 
Agricultural Policy, a review of competition law in the food supply chain and 
electronic identification of sheep, and the opportunity to decentralize fisheries 
management present a series of opportunities for us to take advantage of. 

The commission is far from perfect. I was hoping to hear more about the plans 
for protection of animal welfare than Commissioner Andriukaitis (Health and 
Food Safety) was prepared to offer; however I firmly believe that constructive 
engagement is the way to make progress, and that on the whole we can do 
business with Mr Juncker’s team.  

My ongoing support for the new Commission remains conditional on the 
actual delivery of Scottish and European priorities, and I will closely scrutinise 
the activities of the new Commission to ensure that certain concerns, such as 
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a lack of prioritisation of sustainable development and environmental 
protection in the new Commission’s structure, are allayed. 

Foreign Affairs Committee priorities (AFET) 

I’m delighted to report I am a full member of the Parliament’s Foreign Affairs 
Committee, the only full Scottish member.  I was drawn to this committee 
because I passionately believe that Scotland in the world can be a force for 
good, an advocate for multilateralism and international law and an example to 
other countries. I will, via the Committee, be able to make a real contribution 
to the development of EU policy on global issues on Scotland’s behalf.  

The extent to which the EU is already representing us (rather than the 
member states) on the world stage has evolved very fast in the last few years, 
with the EU’s External Action Service making real strides in cohering a 
European standpoint to articulate.  

In my work I have started to make my contribution to this position.  The ever 
deteriorating situation in Syria is of particular concern and I have deliberately 
focussed on what Scotland and Europe can do to help as constructive 
partners.  The use of ‘soft power’ and dialogue rather than just a simplistic 
military response is key to making progress.  One example is the need to 
prevent the sale and production of oil from ISIS controlled refineries (both 
static and mobile).  This is not simply about stopping the sale of oil in the EU, 
although this is clearly important, but also preventing the importation of this 
technology into ISIS-controlled areas.  

The situation in Palestine is also an area in which I hope to make a 
constructive contribution.  The recent statement from Federica Mogherini 
stating that the goal of the EU is the creation of a Palestinian state is a 
welcome step.  My own desire for clarity and concern about the contradictions 
in the UK’s policy meant that in October I wrote to Foreign Secretary 
Hammond on the UK’s double-standards towards Palestine’s right to adhere 
to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.  I have asked the 
EEAS and Commission to fully implement EU legislation on all aspects of EU-
Israel relations, so as not to recognize any changes to the pre-1967 borders, 
including Jerusalem, other than those agreed by the parties and that all goods 
labeled “made in Israel” should reflect this enabling consumers to make an 
informed decision about the goods they purchase.  These are all examples of 
how the EU can be a positive force outwith the use of military force. 

I have also been confirmed as a full member of, unusually, two of the 
Parliament’s Delegations, continuing my membership of the Delegation for 
Relations with the Arabian Peninsula, but also adding a full membership of the 
Iraq Delegation. Having grown up in the Middle East I have close links to the 
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region, and the global significance of events resonate well beyond the region 
itself.  On the 6th November with John O’Rourke, Head of the Arab Peninsula, 
Iran, Iraq Division in the European External Action Service I chaired a 
constructive debate on EU Gulf relations and I will continue to work hard for a 
sustainable peace across the region. 

Agriculture Committee Priorities (AGRI) 

My presence on the Agriculture and Rural Development Committee will 
continue, though this time as a substitute member.  Although CAP reform, in 
terms of EU primary legislation, has now been signed off, there are still plenty 
of important issues and regulations which will cross the committee's desk over 
the next few years and it's important to have Scottish representation on this 
important committee.   

I believe that one of the most critical agriculture-related issues facing the 
Parliament and Scottish farmers is structural imbalances in the food supply 
chain and unfair trading practices, particularly in the milk sector, whose 
producers are facing yet another drop in prices below production costs.  EU 
measures up till now have been largely voluntary in nature, and inadequate in 
helping farmers bargain on equal terms with processors and retailers.  I was 
encouraged by the statement of new Agriculture Commissioner Phil Hogan at 
his hearing that he would look at the case for legislative measures in the field 
of competition law to eliminate shady retail practices (such as those which led 
to a criminal investigation of Tesco by the Serious Fraud Office) and to 
rebalance the market in favour of producers so they can retain more of the 
added value which they create.  AGRI will be producing a non-legislative 
report on the subject in order to compile the evidence the Commission needs 
to take action, and I hope that this committee can contribute to this. 

Sheep EID, and the associated issues with its implementation (the survey of 
Shetland farmers showed that 91% of farmers have sheep with lost tags, and 
87% have sheep with damaged ears due to the tags), including the fear of 
cross compliance penalties, continues to be a live issue.  We were 
unfortunately unsuccessful in amending the Animal Health Regulation to 
provide for a derogation from double electronic tagging for sheep before they 
leave the holding of birth, but Commissioner Hogan showed himself to be 
sympathetic to our concerns and I will be meeting with him and his team 
shortly to discuss potential flexibilities in the law to reduce the burden on 
farmers. 

CAP issues will continue to be prominent in AGRI’s work.  In the very short 
term, there is the matter of Amending Letter Number 1 to the EU Budget for 
2015, which removes additional money known as “assigned revenue” from the 
CAP budget and uses it for other EU spending purposes, and finances crisis 
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measures for those farmers in the Baltic States hit by the Russian embargo 
from the Crisis Reserve: thus using up three quarters of the 2015 crisis 
reserve budget before 2015 has even begun, putting Europe’s crisis-fighting 
reserves in a vulnerable state, particularly in view of the upcoming dairy price 
crisis.  In the medium term, Commissioner Hogan's prime commitment is to 
launch a screening of CAP legislation within a year to look for ways to simplify 
regulations and eliminate red tape: in Scotland, with the production of Brian 
Pack’s report “Doing Better” we are ahead of the game and have a lot to 
contribute.   

We have a full slate of new legislative work in AGRI over the next few months, 
which I hope your committee will examine.  The main proposals are: 

 Organic Farming: This update of existing legislation eliminates some of 
the derogations which currently exist, such as the ability to source non-
organic raw materials, but also looks to make controls more risk-based 
and allow for "group certification" of small organic farmers 

 The School Milk and School Fruit Schemes will be merged with a new 
focus on educational measures as well as distribution of produce (the 
UK currently does not participate in the School Fruit Scheme) 

 Cloning: The Commission proposes to ban the cloning of animals for 
food purposes and the entry of meat from cloned animals into the food 
chain (none of this is taking place yet in any case).  The big question is 
whether the proposal is amended to require labelling of food from the 
offspring of cloned animals, which the Commission rejected as too 
expensive.   

 Animal Welfare: We await a proposal for a new framework law laying 
down minimum conditions for the protections of all categories of 
animals across Europe, as well as further proposals for labelling food 
with the type of production system, in line with the existing code system 
for eggs. 

Although officially an Environment Committee competence, one further issue 
of great interest to AGRI is the legal framework for the production of GM crops.  
The Parliament and Council are currently negotiating a proposal which would 
allow Member States and regions the possibility to ban the cultivation of 
individual GM crops in their territory even if they are authorised at EU level.  
However there are great differences on points such as the involvement of 
biotechnology companies in the decision-making process and the topical 
grounds on which GM crops can be banned.   

Important EU-wide issues relevant to Scotland 

 TTIP has already become one of the most important issues for the 
parliament, and I am glad to hear that your committee will hold an 
inquiry into this crucial issue. 

 Climate Targets: The EU is in the process of formulating its climate 
targets for 2030, ahead of the critical Paris climate summit in 2015.  
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The European Council of 23-24 October agreed three new targets: a 
legally binding target of 40% for reducing carbon emissions (to be 
divided between Member States), 27% of energy supply should be 
renewables (only legally binding at EU level, there are no national 
targets) and a 27% increase in energy efficiency (not legally binding).  
The Parliament will have a major say in the formation of legislation and 
budgetary resources to reach these targets, such as reforms to the 
Emissions Trading System, promotion of renewables and funding for 
development of new energy technologies such as wave and tidal. 

 Railway Package: This is continuation of legislation from the previous 
Parliament.  The Commission propose to further liberalise passenger 
rail provision across Europe, such as mandatory competitive tendering 
for public service contracts, and a mandatory “Railtrack” model 
(splitting the control of the track and trains) for all Member States, but 
Parliament and Council will water this down by allowing greater choice 
of models for Member States.  The Scottish Government have stated 
that they would like to see fairness and reciprocity in rules governing 
granting contracts, to prevent situations where national integrated rail 
companies do not face competition in their home market but can bid 
without restrictions in other Member States for contracts.   

 Telecommunications Regulation: Again, this has been carried over 
from the previous Parliament.  Issues up for debate here include the 
potential abolition of roaming fees, the codification of net neutrality into 
EU law, and whether the EU gets to control the distribution of a certain 
element of the radio spectrum.   

 “LUX Leaks”: The fallout from the revelations about the acquiescence 
of the Luxembourg authorities to major cases of tax avoidance means 
that issues related to fighting tax avoidance, evasion and tax havens 
will certainly be back on the EU agenda, with some calling for greater 
tax harmonisation across Europe, particularly on corporation tax.  

 

Written paper from Catherine Stihler 

New European Parliament. 

As the Treaty of Lisbon is now force, the number of MEPs in the new 
Parliament has been set to 751. The swing towards the far left and far right 
was very notable in the outcome of these elections. Whilst my political party - 
the S&D fared well and gained 8 seats (we now have 192 MEPs in total from 
all 28 Members States), the EPP (Christian Democrats) lost 44 seats from 
their previous mandate and now hold a total of 221 seats.  

This swing to the right may potentially have some impact on the work of the 
EP in the next 5 years as these members can be Eurosceptic, racist, 
xenophobic and it can be difficult to start any reasonable negotiations with 
them. However, in my own opinion these members have as many problems 
with each other as they do with the EU and could possibly continue spending 
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time forming and re-forming their parties as is the case with the EFDD (the 
group of Nigel Farage which was recently dissolved and then set up again 
with a change of member). 

The main parties still hold a firm majority in the house and as the EP is now a 
co-legislator I am hopeful and optimistic that we will work together with the 
European Commission and the Council on legislation that will improve the 
lives of EU citizens, with the ultimate aim of creating more jobs and growth 
and financial stability across the Union. 

European Commission 

The new European Commission commenced its term on November 1, 
therefore at the moment it is still early days to give any comment on its work. 

I believe the 10 priorities outlined by President of the European Commission 
Juncker are indeed the roadmap we need to take in order to have a more 
integrated and prosperous Union, with the emphasis being on creating more 
jobs, growth and investment, as well as the Digital Agenda as we live in an 
increasingly digitalised and online environment.  

What is remarkable in the setup of the Commission is the role the Parliament 
played in its making. For the first time in history, Commissioner-designates 
had to come and address the relevant committee that covered the remit they 
would be in charge of. The MEPs of relevant committees then decided 
whether to accept certain nominees or ask for a replacement. This manifested 
in the change made by Mr Juncker when he appointed Maroš Šefčovič for the 
position of Vice President responsible for Energy Union after the MEPs did 
not find the performance of Commissioner-designate Alenka Bratušek 
sufficiently satisfactory.  

I for one was impressed by the performance given by Mr Moscovici who will 
be in charge of the Economic and Financial Affairs, Taxation and Customs 
portfolio. I also believe that Mr Juncker did the right thing by appointing Mr 
Timmermans, former Minister of Foreign Affairs in the Netherlands as his First 
Vice President as I think he is well liked across the political spectrum and will 
unite the Commissioners.  

I look forward to working with the new college as the new commissioners 
seem keen to hear and involve the European Parliament more and so far the 
performances given by some, notably by Ms Vestager, Mr Ansip and Ms 
Bienkowska in their hearings have been very impressive, I believe that they 
will show excellent results very soon indeed. 

My Committees and Relevant Work Programmes 
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IMCO 

The ultimate aim of the committee is to take measures to help improve growth, 
competitiveness and job creation in the single market. 

On a personal note, my priority is to boost the digital single market which is 
essential for both consumers and businesses. Issues around this will include 
updating copyright legislation and licensing as well as increasing competition 
and improved access to internet services - this is particularly important to 
those living in rural Scotland. 

Work will also continue in relation to postal and parcel delivery services, which 
again is a priority for those in many parts of Scotland who right now receive a 
poor level of service, or even none at all. 

Work is also continuing on geographical indicators and we are looking at 
extending this to non-food items which is a positive step for many Scottish 
businesses. 

As far as retail goes, we plan to ensure that SME's in the food and 
supermarket industries are treated fairly and able to act competitively. 

We would like to see some movement on national product standards being 
streamlined across the EU. 

ECON 

The files I am responsible for in this committee are Solvency II and the 
Insurance Mediation Directive (IMD) II.  

Solvency II aims to ensure that banks have sufficient liquid assets in testing 
circumstances. The financial crisis showed banks did not hold sufficient liquid 
means (cash or other assets that can be quickly converted into cash with little 
or no loss of value) to meet net cash outflows in difficult circumstances. 
Therefore, when the crisis hit, many firms were short of liquidity and were 
forced into a fire sale of assets which contributed to the downfall of several 
financial institutions. 

Scots, like all Europeans are consumers of insurance policies covering life, 
retirement, health, property, vehicles etc. Policyholders will benefit from the 
uniform and enhanced level of policyholder protection across the EU reducing 
the likelihood they will lose out when insurers get into financial difficulty. 

Other files due to come up this term which are relevant to Scotland will 
include those on pensions, the financial transaction tax (FTT), fighting the use 
of the financial system for money laundering and also new rules on card fees. 
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